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Out Of The Blue
In the library, a pair 

of antique crystal 
urns with bronze 
mounts and lapis 

lazuli bases sit on a 
mantel that’s original 

to the late-19th-
century building. The 

desk is from Ralph 
Lauren Home. The 
walls are a custom 

shade from Fine 
Paints of Europe. 

See Resources.
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BY SASHA BIKOFF 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY NICOLE COHEN

In the storied 
Dakota, a young 

decorator  
composes a 

moving tribute to 
her mother

MATTERS
FAMILY
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That ’70s Show
A Holly Hunt mirror 
hangs above a Pierre 
Cardin lacquered 
console in the library 
(opposite). Artwork on 
the wall includes a 
family portrait, a Bob 
Stanley silkscreen 
of the Beatles, and 
photographs from 
The New York Times. 
See Resources.

Jacqueline Bikoff, was a pianist and a ballerina. She was a staple on the Studio 54 scene and a vibrant, feminine 
woman. I was always in awe of her. 

She was also Persian, and when I was a little girl, we would cook traditional Persian meals and belly dance 
to Persian music. The most important aspect of decorating a person’s house is having a true understanding of 
who she is and capturing her passions in life, so I looked to emulate all this when I took on the redesign of my 
mother’s home in the Dakota apartment building on Central Park West.

After two previous decorators’ visions hadn’t worked out with my mom, I asked her to give me the chance at 
the job. I was looking to leave my position at the Gagosian Gallery and launch my own design business, and as 
a fellow creative type, my mother understood my desire to pursue this new venture. She and I appreciated each 
other’s skills and talents, so it was an amazing experience for me to work with her on the project. 

M
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En Pointe
Chairs upholstered in a salmon 
Scalamandré satin line a 
Timothy Oulton oak table in 
the dining room (this page). A 
collection of Versace china 
for Rosenthal is displayed on 
the walls, which are painted 
Benjamin Moore’s Celadon. 

The sofa is from Anthropologie 
and the chandelier is by 
Bisazza. The living room 
(opposite) features a pair of 
18th-century gilded trumeau 
mirrors and consoles, Milo 
Baughman armchairs, and T. H. 
Robsjohn-Gibbings ottomans. 
See Resources. 
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First impressions are always important, and so we started in the 
entryway, where a dazzling brass and crystal palm chandelier plays 
foil to the matte-toned print on de Gournay’s L’Eden wallpaper 
in black and white. In all the rooms beyond, I employed an array 
of lacquers to heighten the glamorous vibe of walls already rich in 
history—legend has it that Judy Garland once lived here—using my 
mother’s inherited Persian Tabriz silk rugs as inspiration for the 
color palette. 

In the grand living room, walls are painted a light peach-pink, 
which reminds me of Ballets Russes costumes, and the furnish-
ings read like a reflection of my mother—an eclectic mix of French 
Empire, rococo, and 1970s pieces, along with the Persian carpets, 
paintings, and a pierced bronze lamp from Morocco.

The library is the single masculine room in the house, painted 
an Yves Klein–style blue because the color is so worldly, intellec-
tual, and artistic. Darker tones appear via zebra stripes, ebony-hued 
furniture, and deep red spindle chairs, which all hark back to my 
mother’s cherished Persian rugs.

The dining room’s minty celadon green also suggests the Ballets 
Russes, as well as the Hermitage. My mother always appreciated the 
French aesthetic, having lived on the Île Saint-Louis and attended the 
Sorbonne, and I wanted to underscore her experience in the apart-
ment. I have also lived in Paris, and bring my own love of the city to 
all my projects, whether they are classic in style or more modernist.

My mother’s favorite color was purple, so naturally, her bedroom 
had to be purple. She had once lived in Aix-en-Provence and loved 

 My mother always appreciated  
the French aesthetic, having lived on the  

î le Saint-Louis and attended the Sorbonne



the fields of lavender, and de Gournay’s Wisteria 
wallpaper was a natural fit, both a sense memory 
and a way to make the space tranquil and sooth-
ing. Her master walk-in closet is intended to evoke 
a fluffy white, glamorous cloud, with malachite 
accents creating a jewel-tone juxtaposition. 

Throughout the apartment, moldings and fire-
places now shimmer with 24k gold leaf detail, a 
kind of homage to Versailles and Marie-Antoinette. 
But ultimately the apartment is an homage to my 
mother. She died late last year, but my memories of 
her and her beautiful home will always live on. ✹

Dressed To Thrill
The master bedroom 
(this page) includes 
a circa-1960s Philip 
and Kelvin LaVerne–
designed table and 
bed curtains made 
from an Oscar de 
la Renta silk; the 
wall covering is de 
Gournay’s Wisteria. 
Custom Robert 
Allen malachite 
lampshades sit 
atop a Dorothy 
Draper–designed 
dresser in the master 
suite’s walk-in 
closet (opposite top 
left and bottom), 
complemented by 
curtains made from 
a Brunschwig & Fils 
silk. The claw-foot 
tub in the guest 
bathroom (opposite 
top right) is from 
Waterworks and 
the flooring is from 
Artistic Tile. See 
Resources.
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She had 
once lived in  
Aix-en-Provence  
and loved the 
fields of lavender


